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Advanced Course on Trade in Services
Geneva, 19 - 23 SEPTEMBER 2022
Programme outline

This outline indicates a number of possible topics that the Course could explore.  All issues would be addressed at an advanced level, building on participants' already developed understanding of trade in services.  The final selection of topics, and their focus will be determined on the basis of the interests expressed by selected participants.

	Thematic cluster 1: 
From the GATS to RTAs


· Legal structure, Scope and coverage, key obligations: from the GATS to RTAs;
· Scheduling approaches and related issues: from the GATS to RTAs;
· Specific commitments and regulatory measures not subject to scheduling: how far services RTAs are better than the GATS?
	Thematic cluster 2: 
New perspectives on services trade, and overview of analytical tools available for trade in services policy analysis


· Major Trends in World Services Trade:  global services trade; services trade of developed and developing economies; role of services foreign affiliates, modes of supply; Services and value-chains; "TiVA - Trade in Value Added", "Servicification", digitalization of services trade;
· Measuring trade in services: the Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services; the interaction between agencies in trade data collection; where to find data; how to improve data situation at the national level; the role of technical assistance and capacity building;
· Navigating the data: available web-based tools for trade policy analysis (I-TIP services, Services Trade Restrictions Index (STRI); trade in services statistics databases).
	Thematic cluster 3: 

Selected policy issues and main emerging negotiating questions


· Review of developments in ICT, and ICT-enabled services, i.e. general trends and certain segments in which developing countries have experienced export success.  State of play in WTO discussions on e-commerce and implications for developing countries; digitalization of services trade and implications for policy making;
· Tackling Regulatory Barriers to Trade in Services – The relationship between Articles XVI, XVII, XVIII and Article VI; existing regulatory disciplines - Obligations in Article VI:1-3 & 6; Negotiations on services domestic regulation in the WPDR and the JSI SDR, the Reference Paper on Services Domestic Regulation

· Investment Facilitation for Development in the WTO: the link between Trade and Investment, including the Services – Investment Interface and GATS. Negotiations on Investment Facilitation for Development (background information, scope of application, disciplines under negotiation and SD&T provisions);  

· Movement of persons:  how labour and immigration laws and regulations relate to the GATS and specific commitments under the Agreement;
· Services trade and Environmental sustainability: State-of-play of recent discussions on environmental services;  
· Trade in services: preparedness for the next pandemic: health-related services trade to deal with gaps in national health systems and role of trade in services in medical goods GVCs. Transport and logistics services: build the resilience of supply chains;
· Other issues as identified by participants.
__________
