
	IMF-Middle East Center for Economics and Finance (CEF)
Course on Regional Trade Agreements and the WTO
CE22109
Kuwait
22 – 24 November 2022
Course Program

	Tuesday, 22 November 2022
	

	8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
	
	Registration
Administrative Briefing 

Course Administrator


	9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

	
	Opening Session & Tour de Table

CEF Director,
· Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	9:45 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.


	
	Group Photo & Coffee Break


	10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
	L-1
	Trends in RTAs
 Lecture by Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
	L-2
	
RTAs in the Middle-East and Arab Region
Lecture by Mr Thakur Parajuli, Trade Policy Analyst, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
	
	Lunch Break

	2:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

	L-2
	RTAs in Goods: Characteristics and WTO rules
Lecture by Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	Wednesday, 23 November 2022
	

	8:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
	L-3
	Specificities of Customs Unions in the WTO
Lecture by Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO

	10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
	
	Coffee Break 

	10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
	L-4
	RTAs in Services: Characteristics and WTO rules
Lecture by Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	
	Noon Prayer Time

	12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
	W-1
	RTA procedures in the WTO: The Transparency Mechanism
Lecture by Mr Thakur Parajuli,  Trade Policy Analyst, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO


	1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

	
	Lunch Break


	2:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

	W-1
	The WTO RTA Database
Lecture by Mr Thakur Parajuli, Trade Policy Analyst, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO



	[7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
	
	Social Event – Official Dinner at Cucina Restaurant]



	Thursday, 24 November 2022
	

	8:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.
	L-5
	WTO negotiations on RTAs and current status

Lecture by Mrs Rohini Acharya, Chief of Section, Regional Trade Agreements Section, Trade Policies Review Division, WTO

	10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
	
	Coffee Break 

	10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
	L-6
	Exercise 1: notifications

Mrs Rohini Acharya, WTO
Mr Thakur Parajuli, WTO

	12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	
	Noon Prayer Break

	12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
	W-2
	Exercise 2: navigating the RTA database

Mrs Rohini Acharya, WTO
Mr Thakur Parajuli, WTO


	1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
	
	Lunch Break

	2:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.


	W-2
	Exercise 3: WTO rules on RTAs

Mrs Rohini Acharya, WTO
Mrs Thakur Parajuli, WTO
Social Event – Visit to a site in Kuwait] 
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