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WTO Workshop 
on Technical Barriers to Trade
for Zimbabwe
24 – 26 June 2020
Harare, Zimbabwe

Programme
Structure and Objectives
This workshop on the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) is organized by the WTO Secretariat at the request of Zimbabwe. 
The workshop will focus on the transparency and notification provisions of the TBT Agreement, and transparency tools including ePing. It will also provide an overview of the main provisions of the TBT Agreement relating to the preparation, adoption and application of measures covered by the TBT Agreement (including standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures). It will also cover the work of the TBT Committee, international standards and systems for conformity assessment. The workshop will combine lectures, exercises and interactive dialogues aiming at an exchange of experiences amongst the Zimbabwean institutions involved in implementation of the TBT Agreement and the quality infrastructure. Participants are expected to contribute actively to the workshop.
Venue

The workshop will be held at:
TBC
WTO Resource persons
Mr Devin McDaniels, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade and Environment Division
T. +41 22 739 5559
E. devin.mcdaniels@wto.org 
Mr Daniel Ramos, Legal Officer, Trade and Environment Division

T. +41 22 739 6677

E. daniel.ramos@wto.org  

Wednesday, 24 June 2020
09:00 – 09:30
Opening session:

Welcome Remarks by Zimbabwean officials
09:30 – 10:30
Introduction to WTO and non-tariff measures
Overview of the TBT Agreement: scope and objectives; standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures
– Coffee break (10:30 – 10:45) –
10:45 – 12:00
Overview of the TBT Agreement: main principles (non-discrimination, avoidance of unnecessary obstacles to trade and harmonization)

Exercise
– Lunch (12:00 – 13:30) –
13:30 – 15:15
Transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement: notification procedures, accessing notifications, managing notifications and TBT enquiry points

Exercise

– Coffee break (15:15 – 15:30) –
15:30 – 17:00
Transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement: online tools (cont'd): ePing and other tools to facilitate internal coordination on transparency matters
Thursday, 25 June 2020
09:00 – 10:30
Hands on training on transparency tools 


Exercise
– Coffee break (10:30 – 10:45) –
10:45 – 12:00
Internal coordination for transparency
– Lunch (12:00 – 13:30) –
13:30 – 15:15
The work of the TBT Committee: specific trade concerns, main decisions and recommendations 
– Coffee break (15:15 – 15:30) –
15:30 – 17:00
International standards: perspectives from stakeholders and organizations, provisions of the TBT Agreement 
Conformity Assessment and Quality Infrastructure: perspectives from stakeholders and organizations, provisions of the TBT Agreement 
· Roundtable discussion

Friday, 26 June 2020
09:00 – 10:45
Challenges in Implementation of the TBT Agreement: perspectives from stakeholders and organizations

· Roundtable discussion

– Coffee break (10:45 – 11:00) –
11:00 – 12:00
Wrap-up and closing session: open discussion, questions and answers
Evaluation and Closing

