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Advanced Course on Trade in Services
Geneva, 16 - 20 SEPTEMBER 2019
Programme outline

This outline indicates a number of possible topics that the Course could explore.  All issues would be addressed at an advanced level, building on participants' already developed understanding of trade in services.  The final selection of topics, and their focus will be determined on the basis of the interests expressed by selected participants.

	Thematic cluster 1: 
Selected issues arising from the GATS


· Review of selected GATS issues in light of findings in relevant jurisprudence (e.g. the notion of "measures"; interpretation of specific commitments, status of the Scheduling Guidelines and the W/120 classification);
· Overview of Classification and Scheduling issues arising in services negotiations, (e.g. inadequacy of W/120 as identified by Members; the issue of "new services"; classification issues arising in WTO jurisprudence; scheduling issues such as ENTs, residency requirements, local content/localization requirements, etc.).
	Thematic cluster 2: 
New perspectives on services trade, and overview of analytical tools available for trade in services policy analysis


· Major Trends in World Services Trade:  world, developed-developing, role of services foreign affiliates, modes of supply); Services and value-chains, "TiVA - Trade in Value Added ", "Servicification", and implications for policy making;
· Measuring trade in services: the Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services; the interaction between agencies in trade data collection; where to find data? How to improve data situation at the national level? Role of technical assistance and capacity building;
· Trends and features of regional services agreements: services elements in regional/bilateral agreements; the main players, relationship to the GATS; common features and experiments; recent thinking relating to economic integration arrangements;
· Navigating the data: available web-based tools for trade policy analysis (I-TIP services, trade in services statistics databases).
	Thematic cluster 3: 

Selected policy issues and main emerging negotiating questions


· The Services – Investment Interface: the GATS and Other International Agreements Governing FDI in Services; FDI Trends and Recent Developments in National and International Investment Policies; issues under discussion in the Joint Initiative on "Investment facilitation for Development "; 
· Review of developments in ICT, ICT-enabled services, i.e. general trends and certain segments in which developing countries have experienced export success.  State of play in WTO discussions on e-commerce and implications for developing countries of, e.g. the moratorium on customs duties, digital products, and of services using the "cloud";
· Tackling regulatory barriers to trade in services: how does the GATS deal with regulatory measures not subject to scheduling? what is on the menu in WTO negotiations on domestic regulation, and in regional agreements?;
· Movement of persons:  how labour and immigration laws and regulations relate to the GATS and specific commitments;
· Other issues as identified by participants.
__________
