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WTO National Workshop on the
SPS and TBT Agreements

Beijing, China
10 – 12 September 2019
Draft Programme
(12.06.2019)
(Programme and timings below may need to be adjusted based on feedback from Beijing)
8:30 – 9:00
Registration of Participants
	 Tuesday, 10 September 2019

	
	
	

	9:00 – 9:30
	Opening Session
· Opening remarks: WTO, China
	

	
	
	

	9:30 – 10:30
	 The context: Overview of the WTO, non-tariff measures 
· WTO main functions, structure, basic principles 
· Tariff and Non-tariff measures (NTMs)
	

	10:30 – 10:45
	Break
	

	10:45 – 12:30
	The coverage and main provisions of the SPS Agreement 
· Review of main provisions; Group exercise

	

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch Break
	

	
	
	

	14:00 – 15:15
	The coverage and main provisions of the TBT Agreement
·  Review of main principles, with reference to case law
	

	
	
	

	15:15 – 15:30
	Break
	

	
	
	

	15:30 – 17:00
	Panel Discussion: The SPS and TBT regimes in China
	

	
	·  Presentation by official(s) on existing regime, on-going work and plans 
·  National coordination; Enquiry point(s), National Notification Authority 
·  Discussion 
	


	Wednesday, 11 September 2019

	
	
	

	9:00 – 10:30
	The transparency provisions of the SPS and TBT Agreements 
· Transparency provisions, notification requirements 

· Online tools for tracking and submitting notifications (ePing – alert system for SPS & TBT notifications, SPS & TBT Information Management System (IMS), Notification Submission System (NSS))

	

	10:30 – 10:45
	 Break


	10:45 – 12:30
	The work of the SPS and TBT Committees 
·  Role and Functions of the SPS and TBT Committees 
·  Addressing specific trade concerns (STCs)
·  Emerging issues
	

	
	

	12:30 – 14:00
	 Lunch Break

	
	

	14:00 – 14:30

14:30 – 15:30
	Exercise: SPS or TBT?

Linkages between the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) and the SPS and TBT Agreements 
· Linkages – some examples 
· Lessons from STDF work (STDF Film "Facilitating Safe Trade" – 8 min) 

	
	

	15:30 – 15:45
	Break

	15:45 – 17:00
	TBT- SPS jurisprudence: an overview




	Thursday, 12 September 2019

	
	
	

	9:00 – 9:30

9:30 - 11:00
	Overview of WTO Technical Assistance 
Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) 
· Overview, relevant projects and thematic work - STDF film(s)/studies
· Key results from an STDF supported project in Bangladesh
· How can you benefit from the STDF?
	

	11:00 – 11:15
	Break


	11:15 – 12:00
	Wrap-up on the SPS Agreement
· Final Q&A to review/clarify specific points

	

	12:00 – 12:30
12:30 – 14:00
	Evaluation and Closing Session

· Evaluation (PEFs and oral feedback)

Lunch Break  

	14:00 onwards
	Bilateral meetings WTO and Chinese agencies/Ministries on specific issues
	

	
	

	
	


