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Day 1 
	Session
	Content
	Speakers

	Session 1

09:00-10:20
	· Why do countries trade?
Main topics: 

Comparative advantage, gains from trade (general overview)(including specialization, increased  production, cost reductions related to scale economies, competitive effects, increased diversity, productivity gains)
	WTO

Dr. Maarten Smeets, Chef of TA coordination, partnerships & internship programmes Section, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, WTO

Academic



	Session 2

10:30-12:00
	· An overview of the WTO, main trade policy instruments and basic principles 
Main topics:
· Why do countries use trade protection? Arguments for protection: (infant industry, externalities, terms of trade manipulation, fiscal revenue, distribution, other arguments).  
· Main instruments: tariffs, quotas, subsidies; main effects

· Brief history: from GATT to WTO. Rules-based system. Multilateralism.  

· Main principles: economic rationale for non- discrimination (MFN, NT), tariffs only, bindings, transparency. 
· Main exceptions to the principles: General exceptions, market disruptions (safeguards),
	WTO
Dr Maarten Smeets

Academic



	Session 3

14:00-15:20
	· Accession to WTO: process, conditions and main challenges 

	WTO
Dr. Maarten Smeets

Academic



	Session 4

15:30-17:00
	· WTO Agreements and market access in goods
Main topics: 

Multilateral rounds under GATT/WTO, negotiations on goods (methods, renegotiation art. XXVIII).

Main WTO agreements  
Doha Round, formulas

Plurilateral agreements (ITA, GPA) 
	WTO 
Dr. Maarten Smeets
Academic




Day 2
	Session
	Content
	Presenter

	Session 5

09:00-10:20
	· The role of services in trade and the GATS
	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets

Academic

	Session 6

10:30-12:00
	· The WTO Ministerial Conferences and the evolution of the MTS

Main topics: Brief history of Ministerial          Conferences, "Singapore issues", developing countries concerns, Doha Round, "emerging" issues (e-commerce, investment facilitation, SMEs, etc), perspectives. Main challenges (single undertaking, consensus, plurilaterals, critical mass, etc)
	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets
Academic



	Session 7

14:00-15:20
	The road ahead for obtaining WTO Membership
	 WTO 
Dr. Maarten Smeets 
Academic

	Session 8 

15:30-17:00
	· The changing economic and trade landscape: Globalization, GVCs and trade policies: some reflections 


	WTO 

Dr. Maarten Smeets

Academic


Day 3
	Session
	Content
	Presenter

	Session 9
10:30-11:30
	· Meetings with academics on scope for co-operation and research topics
	Dr. Maarten Smeets 
Academics



	Session 10
10:30-12:00
	-   Technical co-operation and capacity building needs for Azerbaijan
Meetings with officials from Ministries 

	Dr Maarten Smeets
Government official


